
data-driven performance ▪ strategic governance ▪ government transparency ▪ culture of accountability  

Try it now at bit.ly/mc-diversity-sep

http://bit.ly/mc-diversity-sep


• In 2014, the Gilchrist Center used a 
data-driven, evidence-based 
approach to assess continued 
opportunities for servicing the 
immigrant population.

• Gilchrist partnered with CountyStat 
to compile the necessary 
information base and analytics on 
the County’s immigrant community 
and rising diversity.

• The County’s robust open data and 
online platforms make it easy to 
share these data-driven tools with a 
broad range of partners.

• CountyStat has continued to evolve 
this information base through 
feedback and contributions from a 
number of internal and external 
partners (MCPL, MCAEL, CEC, 
RSCs, etc.).

• Census released the 2014 (5YR) 
American Community Survey data 
on December 3.

• CountyStat will update the Diversity 
Explorer with this new data, while 
also incorporating all of the lessons 
learned  over this past year.

• CountyStat will also release the 
data as interactive dashboards on 
the County’s OpenPerformance 
platform.



Montgomery County has among the 

lowest rates of residents who were born 

in-state (25% vs. national county 

average of 67%). In fact, among 

Counties with more than 500,000 

residents, Montgomery County is #2 or 

3 nationwide, in a virtual tie with Prince 

George’s (Clark County, Nevada is #1).

Montgomery County makes up for this 

low percentage by having among the 

highest rates of immigration in the 

country (33% vs. national county 

average of 5%), ranking #7 among 

Counties with more than 1 million 

residents (and 20th overall). 

The County’s share of residents who 

were born in a different state is also 

among the highest (42% vs. national  

county average of 27%), ranking #4 in 

a virtual tie with Fairfax County among 

all Counties with more than 1 million 

residents. 

Immigrants: 

33%

Native Marylander: 

25%
Native (Outside of MD): 

42%

Source: ACS 2014 1 YR



Montgomery County is a Top 10 

destination for immigrants from the 

following countries (despite ranking 

only 42nd in population overall):

• #1 for Ethiopia and Cameroon (zip 

codes 20904 and 20906 in Silver Spring 

are #1 and #3 for Cameroon).

• #2 for immigrants from Africa (2nd 

only to LA, which as 10x Montgomery 

County's general population).

• #2 for Sierra Leone, Ghana, Bolivia

• #3 for El Salvador

• #4 for Sri Lanka and Nepal

• #5 for Chile, Iran, and Liberia

• #8 for Peru

• #9 for Kenya and France (also: 

zipcodes 20814 and 20817 in Bethesda 

are #2 and #3 for France).

• #10 for Taiwan and Argentina

(thanks to MCPL for this analysis) Source: ACS 2013 5YR



Note that Latin America and Asia 

are equally well represented. 

The #1-3 source of immigrants—

El Salvador, China, and India—still 

only account for 26% of the total, 

demonstrating the diversity of 

national origins in the County. 

Latin America: 

37%

Asia:

37%

Africa:

15%

Europe:

10%

Other:

1%

Source: ACS 2013 1 YR
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Immigration has driven the 

tremendous growth in diversity 

in Montgomery County.  Note 

that many of the County’s black 

or African American population 

were also born oversees.

Source: ACS 2014 1YR



The County’s rapid growth in 

diversity reached an important 

milestone by the time of the 

2010 Census, when 

Montgomery County for the first 

time reached “majority-

minority” status.

Note that the County’s robust 

overall population growth has 

occurred despite a decrease in 

the White (non-Hispanic) 

population.

Source: US Census (via Brown Univ S4)



This rise in diversity is witnessed 

in every Council District, but 

with particularly rapid growth in 

some. 

Note, for instance, the 

exponential growth in District 2 

(Up-County), which went from 

fewer than 10,000 minority 

residents in 1980 to over 

100,000 by 2010.

Source: 

US Census (via Brown Univ S4) & ArcGIS.com



Using Census data (processed 

by Brown University), we can 

step back in time to examine 

the rapid growth in population 

within specific communities.  

This map shows the County’s 

past Hispanic population.

1980

Source: 

US Census (via Brown Univ S4) & ArcGIS.com



1990

Source: 

US Census (via Brown Univ S4) & ArcGIS.com



2000

Source: 

US Census (via Brown Univ S4) & ArcGIS.com



2010

Source: 

US Census (via Brown Univ S4) & ArcGIS.com



The number of Asian residents 

has also grown at a very rapid 

pace. This chart shows the 

increase in residents who are of 

Indian, Chinese, and Korean 

ethnicity.

Source: US Census (via Brown Univ S4)



The growth in the County’s Asian 

residents started in about 1980 

from a very low base.

1980

Source: 

US Census (via Brown Univ S4) & ArcGIS.com



1990

Source: 

US Census (via Brown Univ S4) & ArcGIS.com



2000

Source: 

US Census (via Brown Univ S4) & ArcGIS.com



2010

Source: 

US Census (via Brown Univ S4) & ArcGIS.com



The County has one of the 

highest rates of African 

immigration, with a strong 

presence in East County. 

Source: ACS 2013 (5YR)



Many of the County’s European 

immigrants reside in District 1 

(i.e. Bethesda-Chevy Chase).

Source: ACS 2013 (5YR)



DTS has created a “dot map,” which 

maps out a dot for every single resident 

in the County. In this map, the color of 

the dot corresponds to the resident’s 

race and ethnicity (for instance, white 

residents are blue whereas Hispanic 

residents are orange). This data is 

based on Census block data from the 

2010 Census. 

While different ethnicities congregate 

in different parts of the County, the 

“dot map” for Montgomery County is 

far less polarized than it is for many 

other places (ex: Baltimore, Chicago, 

etc.). This high degree of integration is 

particularly strong in Up-County 

(Gaithersburg, Germantown, etc.) as 

well as in places like Glenmont.

SINGLE VIEW OF RACIAL 

AND ETHNIC DIVERSITY IN 

THE COUNTY



Using this data, CountyStat calculated 

a preliminary “diversity index” based 

on Language and Ethnicity by place: 
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THE COUNTY

Source: CountyStat calculation based on ACS 2013 (5YR)



EOB



SAMPLE TOP SCORING CENSUS TRACT (GAITHERSBURG)

Source: CountyStat calculation based on ACS 2013 (5YR)



The County’s diversity translate 

into a rich range of foreign 

languages that are spoken in 

the homes of our residents.

This map shows the “second 

most” spoken language at home 

(i.e. after English) by Census 

tract. 

Note that Spanish is actually the 

most common spoken language 

in the very dark red tracts 

(where English is #2).

Source:

CountyStat calculation using ACS 2013 (5YR)



The County makes up a large 

share of the State of Maryland’s 

foreign-language speakers and 

immigrant community.

The County also ranks in the Top 

15 nationally for the number of 

foreign language speakers in 

the following languages:

NATIONAL 

RANK
LANGUAGE

#4
French; 

African Languages

#9 Persian

#13 Korean; Armenian

#14 Greek; Thai; Hebrew

#15 Chinese

Source: CountyStat calculation based on ACS 2012 (5YR) Source: ACS 2013 (5YR)



This map shows the locations 

(“hotspots”) of “language-

isolated” households, which are 

households in which no member 

speaks English “very well.”

Source: ACS 2013 (5YR)



OpenPerformance



montgomerycountymd.gov/countystat/initiative/community CountyStat has started to build 

a series of “Community 

Dashboards” that will assist 

County departments and 

community partners in better 

understanding the communities 

that they serve through user-

friendly charts. 

https://reports.data.montgomerycountymd.gov/countystat/initiative/community


bit.ly/mclanguages

The Language Browser enables 

our stakeholders to view the 

location of different foreign 

language speakers to assist 

with outreach in non-English 

languages. bit.ly/mclanguages

A one-page “How To” guide is 

available at: bit.ly/mclang-tips

http://bit.ly/mclanguages
http://bit.ly/mclanguages
http://bit.ly/mclang-tips


APPENDIX:

TOP 5 LANGUAGES















APPENDIX:

STATISTICS BY

COUNCIL DISTRICT























APPENDIX:

FULL PAGE “DOT” MAP




